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The Benef itsand Status of the Fam ily in the Traditional Rural Society:

An Investigation of the Folklore in the Villagesalong Huangpu River
L U Tie- liang
(Dept of ChineseL anguage and L iterature, BNU , Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: M any folklorematters in the ham let life along Huangpu River show thatw e should not simply
assume the conformation of grass- roots self- governing organization in Chinese village as* kin- hamlet”.
A Ithough, the snall communities in the region mostly consist of faniliesw ith a common surname, it is the
ollective composed by all of the familiesw ith different surnames living in the neighboring communities that is
the form of folk self- governing organization The traditional convention and cultural mentality, relating to
the intercourse betw een relatives- in- lav, the land institution, the gpecial profession and the rural pow er a-
gainst others, etc , because they are related to the benefits and statusof the fanilies, should be an object of
the investigation w henw e attempt to study the situation of country society self- governing in the region

Keywords The regional union; the family benefits the family status the relationship betw een relatives
- in - lav; the land institution; the pow er of community against others
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