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On the Survival Mechanism of Intangible Cultural Heritage
—A Case Study of the Mazu Belief in Shanwe of Guangdong

Wan Jian-zhong
(Beijing Normal University, Beijing, China)

Abstract : The protection and utilization of the intangible cultural heritage
ought to be based on the sufficient comprehension of its survival mechanism. The
survival mechanism of the Mazu belief in Shanwei of Guangdong which has been
listed as National Intangible Cultural Heritage is very advantageous, and has
moved in the trend of sustainable operation. On the one hand, more and more
splendid stories about Mazd s showing its power are springing up; On the other
hand , the belief of Mazu has been integrated into National mainstream di scourse.
Common believers and the government have together contributed to the transmis
son and development of the belief of Mazu.
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