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The Salt Production of Yunnan’s Minority Nationalities As
Seen from Diannan Yanfa Tu

ZHU Xia
(Institute of Folk Custom and Social Progress, Beijing Normal Univ. ,Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract  This paper discusses the sat production methods of Yunnan's minority nationdities
through researching on Diannan Yanfa Tu(lllusrationson the St Production Methodsof Yunnan
in the Qing Dynasty) collected by China Nationad Museum. It tests briefly the nine sdt wellsin Di-
annan Yanfa Tu by quoting from related ancient historica documents of Yunnan. It ds andyzes
the three types of sdt sourcesin Yunnan:the sdt sourceson land ,the sat wels built under theland,
and the salt wells built in the rivers. Thelast typeisuniquein Yunnan's sdt production. In addition,,
the paper expoundson the varied techniques of Yunnan's st production ,such as drawing hittern,
trangporting bittern ,and boiling bittern to turn it into salt. Depicting the st production methods of
Yunnan, Yunnan Yanfa Tu occupies an important place in the history of stience and technology of
Yunnan.

Key words Diannan Yanfa Tu(lllustrations on the Sdt Production Methods of Yunnan) |,
Yunnan's minority nationdities
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