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The General Preface to Records of Chinese Folk Culture
LIU Tie- liang
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, BNU , Beijing 100875, China)

Absgtract : The guide principle for compiling Records of Chinese Folk Culture focuses on the relationship between folk -
customs and the local lives 20 as to display the cultura self - consciousness at a time of cultural changes in a tremendous
way. Contemporary local folk - custom records are pre - conditioned with three important cognitions: (i) The locality of
Chinese folk - customs is a representation of the intersection between their nationdity and regiondilty. (ii) The records
should focus on the folk - custom inheritance in a successive way , with a profound observation. (iii) It is easier to command
the local traditional life styles o as to facilitate describing the local uniqueness, representing the internal logical relations of
the folk culture in question, and revealing the historica characteristicsof the local society and culture. The loca heritance of
folk cultureisthe representative system that has been re- constructed over and again, among which many important cultural
images bear symbolic meanings. Therefore, the’ guiding principle of symbolic culture for commanding al in the recording”
becomes the unifying compiling paradigm for the Recor ds.

Key words:custom culture; locdity; historic characteristic; representative system; symbolic culture; records of folk -

customs



